
 

 

12/23/20 

Dear Amherst Families, 

As we close out 2020, I want to take a moment to reflect on what we’ve accomplished, offer thanks to 
everyone in our school community and announce our Jan. 4 return for students enrolled in the Hybrid 
Instructional Model. Our goal has always been to provide our students with consistency and continuity 
of instruction, and we’ve been able to do that successfully thanks to many people. We opened with 
good plans to start the year in September and when we were forced to go 100% remote in late 
November, our planning allowed for a seamless transition.  
 
Now we will seamlessly transition and bring the students who are enrolled in the Hybrid model back to 
our campus on Monday, Jan. 4.  
 
Throughout this school year, we have all been so busy moving forward and adapting to changing 
situations. Everything we have been able to accomplish this year has been a direct reflection on the 
professionalism, expertise and dedication of the people who work with and for your children every day. 
Their continued dedication is a point of pride for me because I know firsthand how hard everyone works 
and I offer my thanks and appreciation. 
 
Countless times during the pandemic, our teachers have been called upon to reinvent how they deliver 
instruction. Every day they go above and beyond for their students. Their flexibility and ingenuity has 
allowed our students to experience a school year with academic rigor, personal successes and school 
spirit. I am proud of what they have accomplished. 
 
This year has reinforced how connected our district is and that every staff member plays an important 
role in keeping our children safe. Kudos to our administrative team who facilitated a collaborative and 
inclusive reopening planning process. Thank you to our food service, facilities staff, and office 
personnel whose work supports our families and students each day. 
 
I also know it’s not been an easy year for our families and students. Thank you for your support, 
patience, flexibility and engagement.  
 
In January, we will resume COVID-19 testing in accordance with Micro-Cluster Strategy guidelines. The 
testing results give us data to support the claims of national and state experts that schools are a safe 
place to be when masks, social distancing and other safety protocols are followed. 
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On Dec. 11, I provided a testing update for the first week of testing. Since then, we have continued 
testing and our results are very positive, further reinforcing our return on Jan. 4. 
 
Testing will need to continue for as long as we remain in a cluster zone designation of either yellow, 
orange or red. 
 
Here is a summary of testing since we began on Dec. 7. We have administered 565 tests with 2 
positives. 
 

● Smallwood Drive: 135 tests, 0 positives 
● Windermere Boulevard: 122 tests, 1 positive 
● Amherst Middle School: 142 tests, 1 positive 
● Amherst Central High School: 166 tests, 0 positives 

 
As a final note, I want to wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season and Happy New Year.  
Although we all long for a gathering with our loved ones, please do your part to be safe and help stop 
the spread of COVID-19. 

Thank you, 

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 
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